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Mr. Qumcy expressed much interest in the letters of 
Phillis Wheatley which had been read ; and remarked, 
that he well remembered the man (Peters) whom she 
married; that he, at one time, practised law, or pro- 
fessed to ; and Mr. Quincy had met him in the court- 
room. 



DECEMBER MEETING. 

A stated meeting of the Society was held this day, 
Thursday, Dec. 10, at eleven o'clock, a.m. ; the Presi- 
dent, the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in the chair. 

Donations were announced from the New-England 
Loyal Publication Society ; Oberlin College ; the Trus- 
tees of the Redwood Library ; the Society of Arts, Com- 
merce, and Manufactures, London ; the Suffolk Institute 
of Archaeology and Natural History; the Trustees of 
the Vermont State Library; the Corporation of Yale 
College ; the publishers of the " Journal de l'lnstruction 
Publique;" Mr. C. C. Coffin; Mr. John H. Ellis; Mr. 
James S. Loring ; B. S. Shaw, M.D. ; Mr. S. H. Smo- 
thers ; Rev. E. M. P. Wells; Hon. Henry "Wilson; 
and from Messrs. Deane, Folsom, Robbins (C), Sibley, 
Thomas, and Winthrop, of the Society. 

The President read a letter from George T. Curtis, 
Esq., presenting to the Society the records of the 
" Webster Memorial Committee," of which he was the 
Secretary. 

The President presented as a gift from M. Mignet, 
the perpetual Secretary of the Academy of Moral and 
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Political Sciences in the Institute of France, an Hon- 
orary Member of this Society, a pamphlet copy of an 
historical notice of Lord Macaulay, read by M. Mignet 
at the public annual sitting of the Imperial Institute. 

Voted, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to M. Mignet the Society's grateful acknowledg- 
ment of this acceptable offering. 

The President presented an early copy, just received 
from the publishers, of his new work, " The Life and 
Letters of John Winthrop," which he said he had ven- 
tured to dedicate to the Society. 

The President communicated several extracts, in a 
contemporaneous manuscript, from the Journal of Colo- 
nel William Goffe, 1660, which he had found among 
the Winthrop Papers ; remarking that Hutchinson, in 
his " History of Massachusetts," i. 213, 214, says, — 

" In the ship which arrived from London the 27th of July, 
there came passengers Colonel Whalley and Colonel Goffe, two 
of the late king's judges. . . . Goffe kept a journal or diary 
from the day he left Westminster, May 4, until the year 1667, 
which, together with several other papers belonging to him, I 
have in my possession. Almost the whole is in characters or 
short-hand, not very difficult to decipher." The papers of 
Whalley and Goffe, "after their death, were collected, and 
have remained near an hundred years in a library in Bos- 
ton."* 



* Cotton Mather's. The journal is probably now in the library of the American 
Antiquarian Society, at Worcester. — See Stiles's " History of the Judges," pp. 21-24. 
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Transcribed from ye papers of Coll. Goff: 1660. 

12d 3m. — The King was proclamed at Gravesend; there was 
much rejoycing among the people, but God's people lamented over ye 
grt profaneness wth wch yt Joy was expressd. It was observed yt 
many dogs did yt day run mad ; & dyed suddenly in ye Town. 

13d 3m. — Wee Kept Sabbath abord. To a good Ministers Church 
in the Towne was stuck up near ye pulpit a Broom ; in token as was 
by all conceived, yt ye minister should shortly be swept away from 
them. 

27d 5m. — Wee came to Anchor betwen Boston, & Charlestown ; 
betwen 8. & 9. in ye morning : All in good health thro : ye good hand 
of God ! upon us : oh ! yt men would praise the Lord for his goodness 
... as ps. 107. 21, &c. 

29d 5m. — Lds day ; wee had opportunity of waiting upon God in 
his publick ordinances, wch wer solemnly performed by mr. Mitchel. 
I handed mr. Mitchel a paper, — wch I here insert, to mind my-selfe 
hereafter of my present purposes to cleave to ye Lord, & to Love 
him, & serve him forever, wch ye Lord by his own grace & Spirit 
enable me to do, now & alwayes. 

Having received much mercy from ye Lord, at his Leaving his 
Native country, & in his passage thro : ye great deeps ; as also in 
this Land ; wherein he is a Stranger : Now before ye Lord in ye 
congregation of his people, doth humbly desire that the praises due 
unto God, — may be rendred on his behalfe. And yt ye Lord may 
be Entreated yet to follow his poor Unworthy Servt wth goodness 
& mercy ; that he may walk as becometh the Gospel, & forever 
cleave to ye Lord ; & Love him, & Serve him, in all conditions. 

9d 6m. — Went to Boston Lecture, heard mr. Norton on Hebr. 
2. 16. went afterwards to his house, where wee wr Lovingly Enter- 
tained, wth many Ministers, and found great respects from them. 
But were thretned by one that came in ye Scotch Vessel, — he sd, if 
it had not been for those that walked wth us, he would have had us 
by the hair of our heads : but when I heard of it, I sd all ye Haires 
of or Heads wr numbred by ye Ld. — Luc. 12. 6 : 7. — At Night, majr 
Gookins shewed us a printed paper yt was brought in ye Scotch Ship, 
wherein ye Lds do order 66 members of ye High court of Justice to 
be secured, wth yr Estates, — its dated 18d May 16 6.0 . but. I will 
meditate on Hebr. 13. 5. 6. 
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lOd 6m. — The Ld was graciously pleased to refresh my Soul wth 
his pressence, in reading ye word, & prayer, in my private morning 
Exercise ; and I felt some sensible affections moving towards Christ ; 
& resolutions to cleave to him more for the future. 

13d 6m. — I was in some measure quickened in my approach to 
God in prayer, in ye morning. 

15d 6m. — Sup't at mr. Chancey's ; the good old Servant of ye 
Lord, Still Expressing much affection, & telling us, he was perswaded 
ye Ld had brought us to this Country for good both to them and or 
Selves. 

18d 6m. — The Lord was pleased to help in some Measure in my 
preparation for the Lds Supr, & to give me some Sence of ye great- 
ness of his Love in giving Christ, & to shew me my great need of 
him ; both in reference to ye guilt of Sin, & power agst Sin ; & to 
work in me some Sensible affections towards himself, & earnest long- 
ings, & thirstings after comunion wth him in the ordinance unto wch 
I was approaching. 

19d. — The Ld was pleased very gratiously to appear in his ordi- 
nances. 

Oh ! how graciouse is God to his poor Servants yt gives us in ye 
Land of or pilgrimage such blessed entertainment. I am banished 
from my own house ; but feasted in ye house of God ; oh, yt I might 
dwell yrin forever. 

23d 6m. In ye Evening wee Vissited Elder Frost, who reed us wth 
great Kindness & Love Esteeming it a favour yt we would come into 
yr mean habitation ; assured us pf his fervent prayers to ye Lord for 
us : — A glorious Saint makes a mean Cottage a Stately palace ; were 
I to make my choyce, I would rather abide wth ys Saint in his poor 
Cottage then wth any one of ye princes yt I know of at ys day in ye 
World. 

24d 6m. — Wee Visited G. Beale sorely afflicted wth ye Stone. He 
complained yt he could not in ye extremity of ye pain submitt wth 
cheerfullness to ye will of God ; & told us yt God spake many 
things to him under this exercise. Among other things he sd he was 
now much convinced of Evill, yt he had not blessed God wn he could 
make water wth Ease — & so for other common mercies — an Usefull 
Lesson ! 

26d 6m. — Mr. Mitchel wth diverse came to vissit us ; or discourse 
tended to provoke to give up or selves wholly to Jesus Christ & make 
him ye whole delight of or Souls. 
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4d 7m. — My first Thoughts wn I awaked ys morning were on 
i. pet. 2. abstain from fleshly Lusts. My Last thoughts, on my bed, 
wr meditations on ps. 68. Hee yt is or God is ye God of Salvation, 
i. Such as have reed Xt may come to Know, & be able to Say yt God 
is yr God — 2. the beleivers God is a God of Salvation. 3. Its a 
consideration that yeelds much releef to ye Saints in time of Eminent 
danger, yt he yt is yr God is ye God of Salvation & that to him 
belong ye Issues from death. 

5d 7m. — I awaked wth yt Scripture, Math. 5. Blessed are they 
yt hunger, &c, 1. ye Soul yt truly hungers and thirsts after right- 
eousness shall be made righteous. 2. to be filled with righteousness 
& true holiness is true blessedness. 

6d 7m. — I awaked wth some week thought of some Scripture but 
my heart being oppressed wth much deadness my Spirit was confused 
&c. — the Lord pardon my great deadness, & quicken mee for his 
names sake. 

Mr. Sparks referred to a discussion, at the September 
meeting, of the question, whether Washington ever 
received the appointment of Marshal of France ; and 
stated it as his opinion, that though the French army 
was put under Washington's orders, though he received 
all the marks of honor which were usually paid to a 
marshal, and though the French officers may sometimes 
have applied to him that title, yet that he never received 
such a commission or appointment. He proceeded : — 

The relations in which the French troops stood to the 
army of the United States are fully explained by the instruc- 
tions of the French Government to Count Rochambeau, dated 
at Versailles, March 1, 1780. The following articles are con- 
tained in those instructions : — 

" In sending such considerable succors to co-operate with General 
Washington, Commander-in-chief of the troops of the Congress of 
the United States of North America, in the military operations which 
he may determine upon, the intentions of his majesty are : — 

"Article 1. — That the general to whom his majesty intrusts 
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the command of his troops should always and in all cases be under 
the command of General Washington. 

"Article 2. — That all projects and plans for the campaign or 
for private expeditions should be decided upon by the American gen- 
eral ; keeping in view that harmony which his majesty hopes to .see 
between the two commanders-in-chief, and the generals and soldiers 
of the two nations. 

"Article 3. — The French troops, being only auxiliaries, should 
on this account, as was done in Germany in the campaign of 1757, 
yield precedence and the right to the American troops ; and this 
decision is to hold good in all general or particular cases which may 
occur. The French general who took part in the campaign men- 
tioned as an example, and who, moreover, is perfectly well acquainted 
with military rules, will give the greatest attention to maintain this 
arrangement, and to have it observed in its full extent. He will take 
care to give previous information of it to the general officers and the 
troops under his command, in order to avoid any difficulty that might 
disturb the good understanding which his majesty hopes to see pre- 
vail between the two armies united under the command of General 
Washington. 

"Article 4. — In consequence of the above article, the American 
officers with equal rank and the same date of commission shall have 
the command ; and, in all cases, the American troops shall take the 
right. In all military acts and capitulations, the American general 
and troops shall be named first, and will sign first, as has always 
been the custom, and in accordance with the principles above laid 
down with regard to auxiliary troops. 

"Article 5. — It is his majesty's expectation, and very positive 
order to Count de Rochambeau, that he will see to the exact and 
literal execution of the above four articles." — See Washington's 
Writings, vol. vii. p. 493. 

These instructions to Count Rochambeau were evidently 
intended to be made known by him to General Washington, 
not as holding any authority under the French Government, 
but as " Commander-in-chief of the troops of the Congress of 
the United States." No evidence has been found among 
Washington's papers, or in any official document whatever, 
that he received a military commission from the French Gov- 
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ernment, or any direct communication on the subject of his 
command. By the above instructions, the French troops are 
to be regarded as auxiliaries, placed under the orders of 
"Washington, not as holding the rank of a Marshal of France, 
but as commander of the army of the United States. 

But there is other testimony more direct and conclusive. 
Washington himself says, in a letter to a French author (Mr. 
.<Eneas Lamont, who had dedicated to him a volume of poems), 
dated Jan. 3.1, 1785, " It behooves me to correct a mistake 
in your printed ' Address to the Patkons of the Fine Arts.' 
I am not a Marshal of France, nor do I hold any commission 
or fill any office under that government or any other what- 
ever." * — Ibid., vol. ix. p. 89. 

Dr. Webb read a paper containing citations from 
several contemporary authorities bearing upon the ques- 
tion at issue, and remarked as follows : — 

He gaid he was familiar with the documents from which 
Dr. Sparks had read extracts, and that they contained other 

* The impression that Washington was a Marshal of France would seem to have 
been a common one as early as 1783, if we may believe an anonymous *' Esquisse d'un 
Poeme," entitled "L'Amerique delivr^e," "published in Amsterdam in that year, in 
two volumes, and dedicated to John Adams : — 

" Washington qu'ombrageait une gloire e^ernelle, 
Qui voyait sur son front la couronne immortelle, 
Dont le Dieu des combats d^core ses guerriers; 
Plus grand par ses vertus que par tous ses lauriers, 
De la main de Louis recoit un nouvean lustre, 
Qui venant l'61ever au rang le plus illustre 
Ou les h^ros Francais espe>ent parvenir, 
Augmentera sa gloire aux leux de l'avenir." 
In a note, the author adds : — 

" Mr. Washington a 6t6 fait Marechal de France par Louis XVI. et c'est en cette 
quality qu'il commande les Lieutenans Generaux Francais, qui, quoique a la solde de 
la France, servent et combattent pour la liberty des Etats-Unis et la gloire de leur 
patrie." — Vol. i. pp. 44, 45. 

Unfortunately, the gross blunders which this writer makes in his notes deprive his 
statements of all weight as authority upon controverted questions. 

These extracts from "L'Amerique delivreV were brought to the notice of the 
Publishing Committee, by Prof. George W. Greene, while this volume was going 
through the press. 
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striking passages of the like import. The letter of Wash- 
ington he had referred to at the September meeting. As 
regarded the other extracts, were the question at issue, 
whether or not Washington commanded the combined forces, 
they would satisfactorily settle it in the affirmative ; but to 
his mind they had no direct bearing on the question of the 
marshalship. 

He continued : Whatever may be thought of Fleming's 
statement,* so far as appears, or can be by me gathered after 
diligent inquiry, he had no selfish or interested motive to 
induce him to make false representations. Indeed, as to the 
actuality of the marshalship, he evidently entertained no 
doubt. His object was not to substantiate any declaration 
respecting it, nor to dispel any misgivings concerning it ; but, 
with a full conviction of its truth, he desired and aimed to 
have bestowed, upon the one to whom he deemed it due, the 
credit of suggesting to, if not procuring from, the King of 
Prance, the military appointment alluded to. The design 
which he had in contemplation was not so much at least to 
show that Washington was made a marshal, as that Franklin 
was the prime, moving cause thereof. 

Under the existing circumstances, it being quite doubtful 
whether the domestic and foreign troops would affiliate, such 
an appointment certainly might have been politic, and have 
proved the surest means of allaying the apprehensions of the 
citizens, and removing the prejudices of the troops. The 
people had unbounded confidence in Washington. What 
would be more likely to fraternize the troops than evidence 
that the French king reposed unlimited trust in the integrity 
and skill of the same great man, by conferring upon him the 
highest military honor at the disposal of royalty? 

The quick perception of Franklin, ever vigilant, would 



* See pp. 146 -148 of this volume f where the material parts of his declaration, as 
reduced to writing by the friend to whom it was made, will be found/ 
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have early led him to observe the existing unhappy and 
dangerous state of affairs ; and his keen-sightedness would 
naturally have enabled him to anticipate the inevitable ten- 
dency of the same, and prompted him to avail of the wisest 
measures to avert the impending danger.* 

Be this, however, as it may, whether credence be given to 
or withheld from the Flemings,f it does seem as if there must 
have been some foundation for the opinion quite extensively 
prevalent on this subject, both during and after the close of 
the Revolutionary War. 

In the hope of throwing a little more light on the subject, I 
would call attention to the following extracts, from the tenor 
of which we shall see, that if Washington were not really a 
Marshal of Prance (although some of the writers cited dis- 



* For whatever was done relative to or connected with furnishing foreign aid to this 
country, we are, without doubt, largely indebted to Franklin. In a long and interesting 
letter from Lafayette to Count de Vergennes, dated at Havre, 18th of July, 1799, he 
says, in reference to advising Congress, &c, that aid was about being sent, " We might 
write that the king, desiring to serve his allies, and agreeably to the requests of Dr. 
Franklin, intends sending some vessels to America," &c. Again: in the same letter, 
he observes, speaking of the importance of sending a body of troops to America, " If 
the United States should object to it, I think it is our duty to remove the objections, 
and even to suggest reasons for it; but on this head you will be anticipated, and Dr. 
Franklin is only waiting a favorable moment to make his propositions." 

t The elder Fleming not only held the highly responsible and trustworthy positions 
of secretary to Washington and to Lafayette, and of commandant at West Point, suc- 
ceeding General Knox in command, but was also a friend and associate of Clinton, Jay, 
and Livingston ; from which his high respectability and great reliability may be fairly 
inferred. During the last war with Great Britain, he was, as colonel, stationed at Fort 
Erie, Oswego county, N.Y. ; and, at the close of hostilities, held the rank of general. 

" His high-toned and chivalrous character spurned any thing which derogated from 
the purest principles of honor and rectitude." He died about the year 1830. 

The younger Fleming, who died in 1855, notwithstanding his infirmity (he was not 
a sot, but rather a periodical drinker), was polished and refined in his manners, and 
the strength of his masterly intellect remained unimpaired to the last. He delighted 
in cogent argumentation, and possessed an astonishing amount of acquired information. 
He was a living encyclopaedia, and as ready and elaborate on almost every subject as 
the pages of the " Edinburgh " or " Britannica." 

He was a college — not class — mate of Hon. Gerritt Smith, who says of him, " He 
was noble and generous, and would scorn falsehood and all meanness." He studied 
law at the same time and place with Messrs. Seward, Fillmore, Granger, and other 
celebrities. Every person who knew him had the highest respect for his word and his 
sincerity. 
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tinctly set forth that he was), he unquestionably occupied 
the position and exercised the authority of such an officer ; 
indeed, received the honors due to none other than one of 
that exalted rank : in consequence of which, he may, in course 
of time, have been regarded as actually holding such an office. 

So far as I have had an opportunity of examining any offi- 
cial communications or letters of Rochambeau, I have sought 
in vain for the information desired. In his reply to the Con- 
gratulatory Address of the General Assembly of Rhode Island, 
upon his safe arrival within the United States (the French 
fleet entered the harbor of Newport the 10th of July, 1780), 
speaking of the soldiery, he simply says, — 

" The French troops are under the strictest discipline, and, 
acting under the orders of General Washington, will live with 
the Americans as their brethren ; and nothing will afford me 
greater happiness than contributing to their success." 

I have been no more fortunate in the result of my exam- 
ination of other military correspondence of the time. That 
Washington was to have, and did have, supreme command, 
whenever the Americans and French forces acted together, 
and that, in such cases, Washington, when present in person, 
and also the American officers, were to take precedence of the 
French officers, is sufficiently evident. If a doubt on that 
point existed in the mind of any one, it would be removed by 
an examination of the correspondence that transpired between 
Washington, Lafayette, Rochambeau, Vergennes, and others; 
as also, and more especially, of the open and secret instruc- 
tions to the French general-in-chief : * but not a word therein 
contained bears directly on the marshalship. 

Botta, in giving an account of the arrival of the French 
squadron, says, " It conveyed a great number of transports, 
which brought six thousand soldiers, at the orders of the 
Count de Rochambeau, lieutenant-general of the armies of the 

_ — . — _ e , 

* See Sparks's Writings of Washington, vol. vii. p. 493 et seq. 
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king. According to an agreement made between the court of 
Versailles and the Congress, Washington, as captain-general, 
was to command in chief all the troops, as well French as 
American. The King of France had created him, to this 
intent, lieutenant-general of his armies, and vice-admiral of 
his fleets."* 

Stedman observes, the fleet was " commanded by the Che- 
valier de Ternay, and the troops by the Count de Rochambeau ; 
and in order to prevent discussion, and obviate every difficulty 
that might arise upon the junction of the French troops with 
the American army, a commission was sent to General Wash- 
ington, appointing him a Lieutenant-General of France, which, 
of course, put the Count de Rochambeau under his orders." + 

The late Benjamin Cowell, of Providence, R.I., who was 
imbued with a spirit of historic research, and who, officially 
as Clerk of the Supreme Court, and professionally as a coun- 
sellor, was from an early period, for a long series of years, 
brought into intimate relations with the officers and soldiers of 
the Revolution, chronicles, on page 224 of his " Spirit of '76 in 
Rhode Island," that "in March, this year [1781], General 
Washington paid a visit to Count de Rochambeau at Newport, 
and from thence came to Providence. Louis XVI. had cre- 
ated him a lieutenant-general in the French army, and invested 
him with the command of the French troops in this country." 

On the 6th of March, 1781, General Washington arrived 
at Newport ; his purpose being to pay his respects to the emi- 
nent French general. He was received by Rochambeau and 
the citizens in the most distinguished manner. J 



* " History of the War of the Independence of the United States of America. Writ- 
ten by Charles Botta. Translated from the Italian, by George Alexander Otis." — Vol. 
iii. p. 199. Philadelphia, 1821. 

t " The History of the Origin, Progress, and Termination of the American War. By 
C. Stedman, who served under Sir W. Howe, Sir H. Clinton, and the Marquis Corn- 
wallis." — Vol. ii. p. 245. London, 1794. 

J General Washington's uniform on this occasion, says an eye-witness, Mr. Thomas 
Hornsby, " was blue and buff, in the American style of the times." 

87 
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This visit, it appears, was quite unexpected; for in an 
apologetic letter from Rochambeau to Governor Hancock, 
dated Newport, March 14, 1781,* the former takes occasion 
to say, — 

" His Excellency, General Washington, has honored us with 
his presence during four or five days. It was impossible for 
me to send word of it to your Excellency, because he arrived 
unawares." 

However, the French officers on duty at Newport and in 
the vicinity had evidently received, in advance, instructions 
how to proceed in such a juncture, and in what rank to recog- 
nize him; for the Newport "Mercury" of March 10, 1781, in 
announcing the event, says that " General Washington was 
received at the ferry in Jamestown by the admiral's [Le 
Chevalier de Ternay] barge, and conducted on board his ship, 
and was saluted by a discharge of cannon from the admiral's 
ship." It furthermore adds, " that, in consequence of orders 
from the court of France, he received all the honors that 
were paid to the Prince Royal or Marshal of France ; greater 
than which could only be rendered to the king." 

To the same purport, and in much the same language, the 
Newport correspondent of the Providence " Gazette," under 
date of March 10, 1781, writes : " On Tuesday, the 6th instant, 
an universal joy was diffused through this town upon the 
arrival of his Excellency, General Washington, our illustrious 
commander-in-chief." 

" The whole troops of the garrison were under arms, and 
formed two lines, through which his Excellency was escorted 
to the headquarters of General Rochambeau ; and, in conse- 
quence of orders from the court of France, received all the 
honors ever paid to the Princes Royal or Marshal of France ; 
greater than which can be rendered only to the king. In 
the evening, this town and the fleet in the harbor were 

* Preserved among the Revolutionary Papers at the State House. 
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beautifully illuminated ; and the highest pleasure and satisfac- 
tion appeared in every countenance." * 

It is scarcely necessary for me, in conclusion, to remark 
that my main object in this communication has been, not to 
attempt to sustain Fleming's declaration, nor to controvert 
the adverse opinion entertained by others, but simply to set 
forth the results of my examinations, whether favorable or 
unfavorable to the marshalship : trusting, however, that the 
facts cited, and statements adduced, might, in some measure, 
account for the opinion, once so generally entertained, that 
Washington was a Marshal of France ; and I am free to con- 
fess, that the weight of testimony is opposed thereto. 

The President communicated three letters from Rev. 
William Gordon, D.D., the well-known author of the 
" History of the American Revolution," addressed to 
Governor Bowdoin, and found among the Bowdoin 
Papers : — 

Bev. William Oar don to James Bowdoin. 

My dear Sir, — Allow me thus to address you (though almost an 
entire stranger) from the regard I have entertained for you, on 
account of your steady attachment to the cause of liberty. I shall 
be free in communicating my thoughts, as I have the opportunity of 
conveying this by the hands of a friend in whom I can confide. 

When I reflect at times upon the disputes that subsist between 
America & Britain, I am ready to wish that the cause had never 
arose in the minds of our ministry ; but further thought often causes 
me to pronounce it a kind overruling of providence. The Americans 
were falling off apace from their primitive manners, & debilitating 
themselves by luxurious habits ; had these habits been thoroughly 
rooted by long continuance, & our managers been artful, they might 
have carried their point without difficulty ; whereas by beginning too 
soon, they have revived your dying virtue & disconcerted their own 
projects. The divided state of our own nation has prevented things 

* See Providence " Gazette," March 24, 1781, vol. xviii. No. 899 ; in which may 
also be found a description of the personal appearance of Washington. 
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being pushed to a fatal extremity, while the court-complexion has 
fully appeared & your attention been awakened to the utmost. You 
must fall into a lethargy, if you ever, after what has passed, suffer 
yourselves to be surprised in an unguarded moment. Had an unin- 
terrupted affection between the Colonies & the mother country con- 
tinued, you would readily have exerted your strength in any future 
war for the reduction of the French & Spaniards in the West Indies 
& on the Main ; whereas you will now act sparingly, lest by reducing 
these too low, you open a door for dangerous designs against your 
own liberties. 

You will rather wish, that their power may be circumscribed, than 
destroyed, that so yourselves may be secure, from a jealousy that 
should you become desperate, you might hazard joining yourselves 
with them. As the Indians were desirous that all North America 
might not be acquired by the English thro' the reduction of the Cana- 
dians, so the Colonists will hope that the new world may not become 
the property of the British Empire by the conquest of what remains 
in the hands of other powers. The late affair at Boston, though in 
itself melancholy, I apprehend has cooled the spirits of the ministry, 
& given them an opportunity of receiving full conviction, that your 
people are not to be bullied or frightened by soldiers, & that if they 
meant to have a recourse to force they must expect no small opposi- 
tion. They are so strong in the house that they can carry every 
question. The session is just upon ending. The tea duty remains, 
& will not be repealed, unless by continuing firm & united the colo- 
nies oblige them to do it the next winter. Nothing but necessity will 
compel administration to give up taxing you. Indeed, if your united 
steadiness put them at last upon complying so as to relieve you for the 
present, [I] apprehend they will not abandon the scheme, & only lay 
it aside till they have a more favourable opportunity. The generality 
of the people for want of proper notions are for taxing you, in point 
of judgment, & it will be interest alone that will reconcile them to 
the contrary, an exemption ; they are ready to plead, why should 
they be taxed and not you ? The courtiers & others find the sweets 
of places & pensions, & would rejoice to have America another 
Ireland to them. Should the Capt. & Soldiers be reprieved or par- 
don'd, hope the towns people will not violate the laws by a forcible 
execution of them, as formerly was the case at Edinburgh in Capt. 
Porteus : this would give the ministry an handle that I would not wish 
them ; whereas, if being found guilty the criminals are not executed 
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through the interposition of government, it will be an argument for 
strengthening your opposition to ministerial measures. 

The ministry may now possibly give up all thought of forcing you 
into an acquiescence with their demand of taxing you ; & may try 
the arts of soothing & chicanery, of negotiation & corruption. Could 
they get the colonies to invest their agents with full powers to settle 
differences, or to fix upon a few arbitrators, they might then easily 
gain their point, for with the treasury at their command & honours to 
bestow, they would become tempters too powerful for frail mortals. 
The moment' your representatives delegate a person or two to transact 
for them at the British court, so as to be bound by what these consent 
to, your danger is inexpressible, & there must be the special interpo- 
sition of heaven to save you from ruin. Col. Barre is an excellent 
hand in behalf of your cause', & so is your late Gov. Thos. Pownal 
Esq : but in such cases I would remember, not to trust in man. The 
last I consider as acting more from principle than the former : tho' 
I would be sorry to injure either by comparing them. 

I now come to an affair, in which I would desire you to use your 
influence, lest it should lead on to bad consequences. The baptists, I 
understand, look upon themselves as hardly used & in some measure 
persecuted in the Colony of Connecticut, & have had their thoughts of 
addressing his Majesty on this head. There are persons about the 
court who have heard of their being thus treated ; & the ministry 
together with the clergy would gladly hearken to complaints of this 
kind. A clamour would be raised against the four colonies ; for the 
people consider them all as one, & do not know how they are separat- 
ed. The administration would be ready enough to make a handle of 
it, & I doubt not would give the baptists, (or rather I should say ana- 
baptists or anti-pasdobaptists) relief as to the matter complained of. 
I would wish that the colonies would allow full liberty of conscience, 
& that religious sentiment might be opposed by no other arguments 
than those drawn from scripture. If the Baptists have been opposed 
in any way that does not consist with the common rights of mankind, 
& have been punished or harassed for their peculiar notions, I would 
advise that it may not be so again. Such methods seldom answer, & 
in general serve to strengthen the cause they are meant to injure. 
Christ's kingdom is not of this world, & needs no such worldly sup- 
ports. The supporters of his cause are to be truth & piety. I most 
heartily wish my dissenting brethren were more consistent with their 
own principles, & that we all acted more according to that golden 
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rule As ye would that others should do unto you, &c. Could you by your 
influence put a stop to any harsh proceedings, I am persuaded you will 
be doing much service to the interests of true religion & to the civil 
concern of tbe colonies. 

I shall have tired you, I am afraid, by the length of my first epistle, 
so that you will not be fond of corresponding frequently, but as it is 
the first so it is likely to be the last letter I shall write you from England, 
& an answer to it is not expected : the reason follows, viz, I am coming 
over to America. Intend sailing with my wife & servant maid for 
Philadelphia or N. York, the latter end of July or beginning of August, 
but am not certain where I shall settle. Probably may one time or 
other have the happiness of a personal interview. In the resolution I 
have taken up, have followed I hope the leading of Providence, & 
proceed under a divine blessing. The Lord I trust will lead me by the 
right way thro' this wilderness to the heavenly Canaan ; & if we meet 
not on earth, there may we meet to enjoy the most refined friendship. 
Wishing you & yours the best of blessings ; with most cordial respects 
to your family tho' wholly unknown, I subscribe myself your very 
humble servant William Gordon. 

London May 18. 1770. 
Bowdoin Esq. Boston. 

Rev . William Gordon to James Bowdoin. 

In a letter to Sr F. B. 28th Septr. 1770 

" B — n & P — s still go all lengths which the pale lean Cassius 
would have them." 

In a letter, I apprehend to Sec'y Pownall of Apr. 1772. 

" Mr. Hancock moved in the house to address the Governor to carry 
the Court to Boston, & to assign no reason except the convenience of 
sitting there, but this was opposed by.his colleague Adams, & carried 
against the motion by three or four voices only. The same motion was 
made in Council, but opposed by Mr. Bowdoin, who is & has been for 
several years the principal supporter of the opposition to Government. 
It would be to no purpose to negative him, for he would be chose into 
the house & do more mischief there than at the board." 
In a letter to James Gambier, Esq. 7 May 1772. 
" Of the two you mentioned, one in the Common & the other near it, 
I have found the first pliable, & haue made great use of him, & expect 
to make more ; the other is envious & with dark secret plottings en- 
deavors to distress government, & altho' I am upon terms of civility 
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with him, yet when the faction in the house have any point to carry, 
they are sure of his support in Council, & he is as obstinate as a 
mule. I do not find the advice, that his son in law is like to be pro- 
vided for in England, has any effect upon him. — 'If I see any chance 
for bringing him over, & making him a friend to government I will 
try it : in the meantime I will bear with his opposition, as I have done 
for several years past. This inter nos." 

In a letter to Sr F. B. 25th Aug. 1772. 

"Dear Sir, Before Commodore Gambier sailed, he hinted to me the 
same thing he did to you after his arrival in England; I thought it 
was suggested to him by I. E., & I took it to be only his opinion of the 
effect such an expectation might have, & I have no reason to think 

Mr. B was privy to the suggestion. His conduct in Council is 

very little different from what it was in your administration, & he 
runs into the foolish notions of Adams, &c, & when government is 
the subject, talks their jargon. On other occasions we are just within 
the bounds of decency. One would have thought the unexpected 
favors shown to his son in law would have softened him. I don't 
know but he may have been rather more cautious in his language, but 
he joins in the same measures." 

In a letter to Mr. Gambier, 19 Feb. 1773. 

"I send you my Speech, their answers, & my reply, which may be 
some little amusement to you, tho' I have need to apologize for labor- 
ing to prove points so evident. The prejudices people were under 
made it necessary. Can you believe that all those cloudy inconclu- 
sive expressions in the Council's answer came from B . They 

certainly did, & the contempt with which I have treated them enrages 
him, but he has compelled me to it." 

In a letter to Sr F. B. 23 Feb. 1773. 

" You will think they have made miserable work of it, & yet you 
have the utmost effort of Bowdoin's genius in one House, & Hawley's 
& Adams's in the other." — In a letter to Gen'l Gage, 7 Mar. 1773. 
" The Council would have acquiesced if Mr. Bowdoin had not per- 
suaded them that he could defend Lord Chatham's doctrine, that 
parliament had no right of taxation, but by his repugnant arguments 
he has exposed himself to contempt." 

In a letter to Mr. Jackson, 12 August 1773. 

" A gentleman of the C. & one or two of the H. were enraged to 
see their arguments treated with so much neglect & contempt by the 
sensible part of the province, & the total silence of all the other Cos. 
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convinced them they were not better rec'd there. They thereupon 
resolved to revenge themselves upon me, having obtained a number of 
original letters from me & from several other persons, to the late Mr. 
Whately." 

Sir, — Agreeably to your request transmitted by Bro. Conant have 
gone over Mr. H's letterbooks, & copied out the above extracts ; 
would have sent them by Mr. Conant, but had not time to finish the 
business during his stay. Should I not hear of your being at the 
Council, design committing this to the care of Col. Cotton, in order 
to its being forwarded. Pray our respects to your Lady. I hear your 
son is return'd safe from England, congratulate you upon it, & wish 
you all the best of blessings. 

Your humble serv't & sincere friend 

William Gordon. 
Jamaica Plain, Deer. 6. 75. 

The Honble James Bowdoik Esq. Middleburgh. 

Rev. William Gordon to James Bowdoin. 

Jamaica Plain, Oct. 23. 1784. 

Sir, — While I had in my hands yesterday morning one of your 
Bank Bills, it occurred to me, that within these two or three years, 
there was executed at London a young genius, for forging Bank notes, 
whose forgery was so exact that the Parties in the Bank could not tell 
the counterfeits from the genuine ; he even imitated the watermark 
to the highest perfection ; & was condemned upon his own confession 
when first apprehended, with a few circumstantial evidences corrobo- 
rating his guilt. No persons in the Bank would venture to swear that 
this or that note was a counterfeit. 

I thought with myself, what might be the fatal consequence to a 
young Bank should any similar genius equally vitiated appear in 
America, & how you might fix a private mark upon every note which 
could never be known in common by any other than yourselves. 
Genl. Washington informed me that he had corresponded with the 
friends of America in New York by the aid of a chymical prepara- 
tion which was invisible, & could be discovered by no other means 
than a counter liquor which being rubbed on the paper made the writ- 
ing visible. Your name written with such a liquor on the notes, be- 
sides the signature, would secure the means of knowing by the counter 
liquor the genuineness of every note offered after the practice of so 
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marking had been adopted. Should the Directors of the Bank chuse 
to adopt such a measure for the security of the Bank & the Public 
against accomplished villains, I will inform you from whom to pro- 
cure the two liquors, the General having given me the name of the 
gentleman ; but how they are made the General himself does not 
know. Your humble Servant 

William Gordon. 

I have written in great haste, that I might not miss of the oppor- 
tunity of sending the above. The proposal must not be matter of 
notoriety, but to the Directors. 

Honble James Bowdoin, Esq. 

The President reported from the Standing Commit- 
tee, that an application had been received from ladies 
connected with the approaching Fair for the Sanitary 
Commission, for the use of certain treasures belonging 
to the cabinet of this Society. It was unanimously 
ordered, that the Standing Committee be instructed to 
allow such articles as they may select, to be placed 
in the charge of the applicants for exhibition at the 
Fair. 



JANUARY MEETING. — 1864. 

A stated meeting of the Society was held this day, 
Thursday, Jan. 14, at eleven, a.m. ; the President, the 
Hon. R. C. Winthkop, in the chair. 

Donations were announced from the American Anti- 
quarian Society ; the Boston Young Men's Christian 
Association ; the Library of Congress ; the New-England 
Historic-Genealogical Society ; the New-England Loyal 
Publication Society ; the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology 
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